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WATANABE Osao (1874-1952), a sculptor known for his gilin and lion statues of
Nihombashi, Tokyo, was the eldest brother of ASAKURA Fumio (1883-1964),

Fumio moved to Tokyo in 1902 relying on his eldest brother, Osao, who was already
active as a sculptor there. It was then that he experienced the world of modeling for
the first time. Seeing his brother immersed in production, he marveled at his
technical skills and although he just admired in awe at first, he would eventually take
the clay in his hands and start to work with it himself. He then enrolled in the Tokyo
School of Fine Arts, and gaining recognition in the Kanten (government-sponsored
art exhibition), he gradually established himself as a sculptor.

In this exhibition, we will re-examine Fumio's beginnings as a sculptor in light of
Osaa’s existence and series of events. At the same time we will introduce the works of
Osao a d look at the influences Fumio received from him and their sibling relationship.
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ASAKURA Museum of Sculpture, Taito




